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LIVING OUR FAITH   

 I have found, as I am sure you have, my expectations affect the way I 

experience the world.  Depressed, I can find all sorts of reasons that life is not 

working. When I am angry, I add up my grievances. When I am self-righteous, I 

can dwell on the sins of others. I will experience the world according to my 

expectations. 

 John the Baptist, in prison, is reevaluating his proclamations about Jesus. He 

has prophetic expectations that he is unsure of. Jesus quotes John some Scripture 

as reassurance. But then Jesus directs the same concern to the crowds. What were 

your expectations in John? Were you expecting the message or the messenger? 

Because if you think it all ends with John, you’ll never see that it begins with me. 

 John the Baptist announced the end of an age, the axe laid at the roots of 

some very old ways of being and thinking. Jesus announced the coming of a new 

age in which the humblest, least member would be greater than John. We want to 

believe that John in prison would be happy to hear that. As he was prepared to 

decrease for such an increase. 

Questions for the week: What do you expect to happen this Advent and how does it 

affect your experience of the season?  
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What is the immaculate conception? 

Even though many Catholics connect the gospel story of the annunciation with 

the term immaculate conception, the doctrine refers to something different. 

KEVIN P. CONSIDINE 

In the Gospel of Luke an angel visits a young woman in Nazareth named Mary and 

asks if she will bear the Messiah. Mary says yes. Then, presto! Mary becomes 

pregnant with Jesus. This is known as the immaculate conception, right? 

Wrong. Even though many Catholics connect this story in Luke’s gospel with the 

term immaculate conception, the doctrine itself refers to something different. It still 

refers to Mary, but it is not about how Mary became pregnant with Jesus. It is 

about how Mary’s mother became pregnant with her—deemed immaculate due to 

the absence of transmitting original sin. 

In the 19th century the church faced a theological conundrum. If St. Augustine and 

the subsequent millennia of tradition were correct that sexual intercourse 

transmitted original sin, then Mary while in the womb would be stained by original 

sin. If Mary was stained by original sin, then she could not have carried the sinless 

Son of God in her womb without exposing him to original sin. And if Jesus was 

born with original sin, then he could not serve as the appropriate sacrifice on the 

cross to atone for a wounded world—as required by St. Anselm’s atonement 

theory, which guided the logic of many 19th-century theologians. So, if Jesus was 

exposed to original sin, there would be no possibility of salvation for humankind. 

Rather than revise the doctrine of original sin, Pope Pius IX and his theologians 

proposed another solution: the immaculate conception of Mary. By doing this, they 

protected the sinlessness of Jesus—and thus the possibility of salvation for 

humankind—and further elevated the most venerated and beloved of all the saints: 

Mary of Nazareth. Moreover, in a context in which many of the church’s European 

leaders felt attacked by the Enlightenment and the intellectual tools of modern 

reason, they did not have to concede ground to the rational logic of modernism that 

was later condemned in 1864 by Pius IX’s The Syllabus of Errors. 

https://uscatholic.org/authors/kevin-p-considine/
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Hence, Pope Pius IX declared doctrine of the immaculate conception in his 1854 

apostolic constitution Ineffabilis Deus (Ineffable God). Later, it was grandfathered 

into the First Vatican Council’s declaration of papal infallibility in 1870. It is one 

of only two teachings to be declared ex cathedra, or infallibly, by a pope. The 

other is Mary’s bodily assumption into heaven that was declared by Pope Pius XII 

in 1950. 

Today, Catholics remember that Mary conceived Jesus through the power of the 

Holy Spirit. Mary’s courageous assent to a strange pregnancy and her yes to God 

and God’s plan are important to commemorate and venerate, but the doctrine of the 

immaculate conception does not refer to Mary’s pregnancy with Jesus. It refers to 

when Mary herself was conceived by her parents and God intervened to stop the 

transmission of original sin. 

 

 

 
 

 

Readings for this Weekend– December 11th 

Isaiah 35:1-6 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Readings for next Weekend – December 18th  

Isaiah 7:10-14 

Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-24 

 

Donations for last Weekend – December 4th 

Regular collection:  $2,643.76 
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LET US PRAY… 
 

 

We continue to pray for peace in the troubled areas of our world, and in 

particular, we pray for the people of the Ukraine and all those affected by the  

We join our Holy Father in his prayer intentions for December 2022 –  

For volunteer not-for-profit organizations 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations committed to human development 

find people dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to 

international cooperation. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED 

If you would like to add a name to our prayer list, contact the Parish office. 

We kindly ask that you do not request a name to be included without the express 

consent of the person for whom you are requesting prayer. While the request may 

be very well-intentioned, we want to respect people’s right to privacy. 

We ask for prayer for Charles Thomas and his ministry, Betty and Robert 

Friedland, Kathryn Jones and her family, Brian and Maria Cosgrove,  

Richard Rakin, Andrew Mikulski, Rod Baumert, Todd Conklin, Jean Van Lowe 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE DEARLY DEPARTED 

We lovingly remember in prayer all our deceased family members, friends, and 

parishioners and in particular: Bobby Smith, Anthony Lanza, Juliana Frangipane, 

Robert Dubas, Nestor Mir, Jarred Doughty, Donald Hendrickson, Adalberto 

Santiago, Carl Belfiore, Darlene Henry, Elenore Whitney Pirrota, Steve Nicoli, 

Nubia Quintero-Edwards, Stanley Jacobs, William Cardone, Vincenza Siciliano, 

Louisa Butler, Judith King, Bernard Jones, Viola DiMarzio, Robert DeStefano, Jr., 

Raymond Collins, Lorraine Rakin, Wilson DeMyer, Peter Cosintino, Nadine 

Gallagher, Tim Rogers, Joan Davis, Debbie Huggler, Amara Campbell, Barbara 

Taylor, Thomas Hasbrouck, Francisco Dueno, Daniel Downes, Alberto 

Quirindongo, Patricia Mullen Smith, Edwin Fancher, Jr., Russell Jackson, Mary 

Stubits, Peter Gozza, Michael Stubits, Margaret Rapenske, Claire Delaney, Emilia 

Symanski, Christa Somers, Gerardo Contreras, Jesse Kinney, Lorena Alvarado, 

James Forshay, John Hannon, Alice La Chance, Adele Henderson, Alexa Gabby 

Rodriguez, Ida Alvarez, Michael McKeon, Nelson Lopez, John Pemberton,  

Thelma Misko, Pedro Artiga Alvarado, Tanya Hokirk, Betty Mackey 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

Our Religious Education Program will be holding a Virtual Intergenerational 

Advent Retreat for students and families this Sunday, December 11th on Facebook 

Live. The theme is: “Bringing Christ into the World: Living the Works of Mercy.”  

Students will me creating handmade Christmas cards and ornaments to be gifted 

to individuals who would enjoy some Christmas cheer.  

 If you know of someone who would appreciate receiving a handmade Christmas 

card and ornament, please let Christy at the Parish office know. 

Thank you! 

 

GIVING TREE TO BENEFIT OUR LOCAL NURSING HOME 

Our sisters and brothers residing in our local nursing home are in continual need of 

basic toiletries including shampoo, body wash, toothbrushes and toothpaste, as 

well as women’s and men’s deodorant.  At the back of the Church, we have our 

mini “giving” trees set up with tags requesting a specific toiletry. If you would like 

to participate, please take a tag and return your item(s) to the back of the Church 

no later than December 18th. 

We thank you for joining us in our mission to make the light and love of our 

newborn Lord and Savior more visible in our world!  

 
 

RECONCILIATION MONDAY  

Father Bader will be available for the Sacrament of Confession on Monday, 

December 19th from 8:30-10:30am and again from 3:00-5:00pm in the Church. 

 Of course, as always, he is available for Confession prior to Sunday Mass and 

anytime by appointment.  

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE  

Christmas Eve – Saturday, December 24th  

7:00 PM - Christmas Mass (Spanish)  

10:00 PM - Christmas Mass (English) 

Christmas Day – Sunday, December 25th  

10:00 AM – Christmas Mass (English) 
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The Good Newsroom, a new digital news outlet from the 

Archdiocese of New York launches to evangelize and tell 

stories about the Catholic Church in New York 

 

The Archdiocese of New York has launched its new, innovative news outlet,  The Good 

NewsroomTM. The new entity is entirely digital in nature, matching a shift seen in the media 

industry over the last decade. 

For several years, the archdiocese has sought a way to increase its ability to communicate 

with its parishioners by providing timely news, opinions, and views of the Church and its 

followers. The Good Newsroom will be quick and nimble in its delivery, with the ability to 

get messages out to its audiences. 

According to Cardinal Dolan, “The Good Newsroom will help us highlight the tremendous 

good the Catholic Church does on a daily basis that often goes unnoticed. Through our 

schools, healthcare, and charitable outreach, we have good news to share. At the same time, 

we will not shy away from the bad news. It’s a newsroom of integrity, one of sound news 

judgement, which is also how we decided on the name.” 

Leading this effort for the archdiocese is a new team that includes a webmaster, social media 

manager, digital editor, and video content producers. The effort to increase the technology 

capabilities was critical to ensure the newsroom had the infrastructure to thrive in today’s 

modern world of communications. In addition to videos, articles and photos will also be 

published through a new website as well as through social media. 

“The world has changed and will continue to change in terms of how organizations 

communicate. There is an ongoing shift to digital communications in all industries, and we 

created the new newsroom to stay current with the times. We believe The Good 

Newsroom will ensure more people know about the positive aspects of the Catholic faith” 

said John Cahill, chancellor of the archdiocese. 

Bishop Joseph Espaillat, one of the youngest Bishops in the world has been part of the 

planning team. “You have to be where the younger generations are with your message. In 

addition, mobile is the way we get news and share news these days. We are excited to lead a 

change in this direction for the Church. This newsroom will allow for individual Catholics to 

be more active in evangelization.” 

Emerging from the pandemic, the Church in the New York area has been focused on 

encouraging its faithful to return to Mass and supporting parish use of digital 

communications. However, it became clear that the archdiocese needed to bolster its 

outreach to more effectively communicate how the Church benefits society and enhances 

connection among its members through its services, education, and community-building 

efforts. Visit thegoodnewsroom.org to learn more. 

 

https://thegoodnewsroom.org/
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BLESSED FEASTS! 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Feast Day: December 12th  

Patroness of: the Unborn, the Americas 
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Saturday evenings at 7 PM: 

Mass in Spanish 

 

Sunday mornings at 10 AM: 

Mass in English ** 

 

Sunday evenings at 4:00 PM: 

Mass in English 

 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 8:30 AM (Mass in English) 

 

       **We will continue to livestream our Sunday morning Mass on Facebook. 
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